
Paul and Silas were thrown in prison • Acts 16:16–24

READ    
Acts 16:16–40

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Acts 16:16–24
The trouble began when a demon-possessed slave 

girl began following Paul and Silas and saying, “These 
men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim 

to you the way of salvation.” But how is that a bad 
thing? She was telling the truth, wasn’t she? While her 

message was true at that moment, demons’ ultimate 

goal is to twist the truth and destroy. If Paul accepted 
her message at this time, he would have a hard time 

rejecting it when her message turned destructive. 
So Paul cast the demon out in the name of Jesus. Her 

owners were not happy. They didn’t care about this 
girl as a person, only as property. She was a great way 

to make money since people paid for her to tell their 
fortunes. So the girl’s owners, blind with greed, falsely 
accused Paul and Silas of throwing the city into chaos. In 

reality, it was the girl’s owners who created the chaos. 
As at Jesus’ trial (Luke 23:22–23), anger left no room for 

justice, and Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned 
without any attempt to investigate the truth.

ASK   
1.  Why did Paul cast out the demon? 

Paul knew that accepting praise from a 
wicked source was a trap.

2.  Why were the slave girl’s owners so 
angry? 
They didn’t care about her. They just 
used her demonic fortune-telling to make 
money.

3.  What did the slave girl’s owners accuse 
Paul and Silas of doing
Throwing the city into chaos. In reality, 
it was the girl’s owners who created the 
chaos.

4.  Where did the magistrates put Paul and 
Silas?

In prison.

DISCUSS   
1.  Why is it dangerous to accept support 

from wicked people (Prov 26:28; 29:5)?
2.  What are some ways you have recently 

tried to use other people for your own 

right?

The Philippian jailer is saved 
Acts 16:16–40 



Paul and Silas worshiped in prison • Acts 16:25–26

READ    
Acts 16:16–40

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Acts 16:25–26
What did Paul and Silas do? Lash out in anger? Grumble and 

complain? Demand their rights? Not at all! They sat there 
praying and singing hymns through the night. Imagine what 
it would have been like to hear their songs echo through the 

prison cells! In a place of misery and despair, their voices 

echoed with joy and hope. They responded not based on their 

circumstances, but based on what they knew to be true about 
God. He is always good and always does good (Ps 119:68). He 

brings good out of evil (Rom 8:28), and He turns our temporary 

suffering into glory that never ends (2 Cor 4:16–18). This joy 

doesn’t make sense to the world, because it is given by the 
Spirit (Gal 5:22) to people who follow the Spirit’s lead (Eph 
5:18–19). So Paul and Silas kept singing and singing. God 

wanted these men to spread their joy, so He sent a rather 
strange earthquake that not only burst the doors open but also 

caused the chains to fall off all the prisoners! 

Paul and Silas evangelized in prison • Acts 16:27–34

READ    
Acts 16:16–40

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Acts 16:27–34

Instead of rejoicing, the jailer drew his sword to kill 
himself. He no longer saw any reason to go on living. 
He knew that he faced both shame and the death 

sentence for allowing his prisoners to escape (Acts 
12:19). Just then, the two apostles told him that no one 

had escaped. Who were these two strange men? The 
jailer probably had heard about the message they had 

been preaching, so after seeing how hopeless his own 

life was, he turned to them for help: “What must I do 
to be saved?” Paul and Silas’ answer? Nothing. Don’t 

do anything. Simply believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Believe in who He is (John 20:31) and in what He has 

done (1 Cor 15:3–4). That’s it. No laws. No rituals. Just 
believe. The jailer did believe, along with his household. 

What a radical change happened that night! Instead 
of suicide, eternal life. Instead of hostility, love (John 
13:35). Instead of despair, joy—the deep and lasting 

pleasure of having sins completely forgiven (Ps 32:1; 
Rom 4:7). Since the whole family believed, the whole 
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ASK   
1.  What did Paul and Silas do while they were 

locked up? 
They kept on praying and singing hymns.

2.  Why could Paul and Silas sing even in 
prison? 
They knew God is good. They knew God does 
good, even in bad situations. They knew 
heaven was worth suffering in this world. They 
knew they had done nothing wrong.

3.  What unlocked the doors and their chains? 

An earthquake.

DISCUSS   
1.  How would most people respond in Paul 

and Silas’ situation? 
2. Has something happened to you this week 

that you didn’t like? How did you respond? 
With joy? What can give you joy even when 
things don’t go your way?



Paul and Silas were released from prison • Acts 16:35–40

READ    
Acts 16:16–40

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Acts 16:35–40

Now that their prison ministry was accomplished, God 
set Paul and Silas free. The magistrates just wanted 

them to go away and not cause any more trouble. But 
Paul refused. The magistrates had violated Roman 
law. If this became known to those with greater 

authority, the magistrates could lose their positions and 
their honor. Even the city itself could lose its Roman 

privileges. So Paul demanded that they openly admit 
their mistake and show honor to Paul and Silas. Since 

Paul was not concerned about his own life or honor (Phil 
1:20), he was acting on behalf of others. He was setting 

to think it was ok to condemn the innocent. He was 
loving others by demanding justice. In the end, all the 

believers were encouraged, and Paul and Silas visited 
Lydia and the believers before leaving. The jailer was 

rejoicing, and Paul and Silas saw God’s power to save yet 
again. For those who boldly preach the gospel and praise 

Him no matter the circumstances, God turns suffering 
into success.

ASK   
1.  How had the magistrates violated Roman law? 

and Silas without a trial.
2.  What could have happened to the magistrates if 

their actions became known? 
The magistrates could lose their positions and their 

privileges.
3.  Why did Paul make the magistrates apologize? 

To set a standard of justice to protect other 
Christians.

DISCUSS   
1.  Are you in the middle of some kind of suffering 

now? How does this story give you hope? 
2.  How does Paul show that it’s okay for Christians 

to seek justice (Isa 1:17)?

ASK   
1.  Why was the jailer so upset that he was going to kill 

himself? 
He thought all the prisoners had escaped and he would 

be sentenced to death.
2.  What did the jailer have to do to be saved? 

Believe on the Lord Jesus. Trust who He is and accept 

what He has done.

He was baptized and he showed love for the apostles by 
washing them and feeding them.

4.  Why did God allow Paul and Silas to get thrown 

into jail? 
To bring salvation to the jailer and his whole family.

DISCUSS   
1.  How did the night’s events help to prepare the 

jailer’s heart for salvation (Matt 5:3)?
2.  Is your life characterized by joy? If not, what can 

you do to increase in joy (Phil 4:4–9)?  



Put on the whole armor of God • Ephesians 6:10–18

READ    
Ephesians 6:10–18

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Ephesians 6:10–18

Since Paul cast the demon out of the slave girl (Acts 

16:18), is that something we should expect to do 
today? Should we, like Paul, cast out evil spirits in the 

name of Jesus? Scripture gives a clear answer: no. 
Casting out unclean spirits was one of the marks of 

a true apostle (Mark 3:15; 2 Cor 12:12). And since 

instructs believers today to confront or cast out 

demons like this. So how are we to respond? Demons 
are real, and spiritual warfare is all around us, but 

since we are not apostles, we are to respond by 
putting on the spiritual armor God has made available 

to every believer. All but one of the pieces of spiritual 

armor—belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, 

shoes of the gospel of peace, shield of faith, helmet of 

the enemy. With this spiritual armor, God equips us to 
resist and repel Satan’s attacks.

ASK   
1.  Should Christians today expect to cast out 

demons?
No. Scripture never instructs believers today to 

confront or cast out demons.
2.  How are Christians supposed to respond to 

spiritual warfare? 
By putting on the spiritual armor God has provided. 

3.  How many pieces of spiritual armor are there? 
What are they? 

There are six pieces of spiritual armor. See explanation 
paragraph for names. 

4.  What piece of spiritual armor is designed to attack 

the enemy? 
The sword of the Spirit.

DISCUSS   
1.  What kind of war is raging all around us at all 

times?
2.  Does a soldier put on his armor before or after the 

battle? Do you spend time each morning preparing 
for the battles that will come that day?

Paul preaches in Athens 
Acts 17:16–34

NEXT WEEK


