


A Dry Soul



Feast of Booths
1. 7 day celebration, during sept-October, with an 
assembly on the 8th day
2. People built shelters “booths” made of 

branches as did their ancestors after leaving 
Egypt to protect them from the dry heat and sun
3. On each day was a special water ritual



It commemorated God’s miraculous provision of water during 
Israel’s wilderness wandering; and anticipated the blessings of 
the messianic age. Each day of the feast the high priest drew 
water from the pool of Siloam and carried it in a procession 
back to the temple. At the Water Gate (on the south side of the 
inner court of the temple), three blasts were sounded on a 
shofar (a trumpet made out of a rams’ horn) to mark the joy of 
the occasion. Isaiah 12:3 (“Therefore you will joyously draw 
water from the springs of salvation.”) was also recited. At the 
temple the priests marched around the altar while the temple 
choir sang the Hallel (Pss. 113–118). The water was then poured 
out as an offering to God



Jesus claims
to have been sent into the world by the Father - to be the Savior of the 
world - to be the determiner of people’s eternal destinies - to be the 
only way to God - to have the power to raise the dead - and even rise 
from the dead Himself - to be the supreme judge who will one day 
return in glory - to have all authority in heaven and on earth - to have 
authority over the Sabbath - to be greater than the temple ; Jonah; 
Solomon; Jacob- to be the Bread of Life, the only source of spiritual 
sustenance - to be the Light of the World - to be the resurrection and 
the life - to be the Messiah - to be the Son of God - who would be 

seated at the right hand of God in glory



Frustrated with Jesus? Unbelieving brothers 

and anger of the religious leaders
1. Vs:1-13 Jesus Does His own thing
2. Vs:14-18 Jesus Goes public under His own terms
3. Vs:1;7 Jesus is hated
4. Vs:4 We desire human praise over the humility of Gods 
grace
5. Vs:24 focusing on the outer not the inner



His water our need
1. Its free - At the Feast of Tabernacles, then, Jesus is 
saying he is not only the new temple and source of living 
water, but also the eschatological rock that, when struck, 
will yield life-giving water. Is it any surprise that when 
Jesus is struck on the cross with a spear (as Moses struck 
the rock with his staff), his “belly” (lit. trans. of koilia in 
7:37b) yields blood and water 



His water our need
2. The soul has thirst - When you go without water your body 

gets thirsty. And the soul, when it goes without God, gets thirsty. 
Your body was made to live on water. Your soul was made to live on 
God. This is the most important thing to know about yourself. You 
were made to live on God. You have a soul, a spirit. There is a you 
that is more than a body. And that you, if it does not drink from the 
greatness and wisdom and power and goodness and justice and 
holiness and love of God, will die of thirst.



His water our need
3. Its Satisfying- The aim of all theology, all study, all biblical 

learning, all preaching is to spread the satisfying banquet for you to 
eat with joy, and to protect the kitchen from poison. The aim of 
cooking is eating. The aim of digging wells and clearing springs is 
drinking. Everything Jesus came to do and teach is aimed at providing 
the soul with food and drink that satisfy forever. So be done forever 
with the sad notion that saving faith — that believing on Jesus — is a 
mere decision to believe facts. No. It is a coming to him as a feast. A 
treasure. A banquet. A spring in the desert when we are dying of 
thirst..



His water our need
4. Its Forever Flowing – We are meant to be Rivers 
not ponds
Leon Morris - “The believer is not self-centered. As he 
receives the gift of God, so he passes it on to others. Or 
to put the same thought in another way, when a man 
believes he becomes a servant of God, and God uses him 
to be the means of bringing the blessing to others”



Christian Rapper S.O. –
We were designed for more than the trivial pursuit of pleasure. 
The hard truth is that we will never find relief if we continue to 
seek it through possessions or through people. Seeking 
satisfaction in the things of this world is like chasing the wind. 
Once you’re finally exhausted and weary from your pursuit, 
you’re left empty-handed and disappointed. You’ve wasted 
valuable time chasing nothing when you could have been 
pursuing true joy and peace. 



The problem is our hearts are black holes of discontentment, 
devouring relationships and possessions, all while screaming, “I 
need more.” We’re always eating, but famished. Always 
drinking, but never satisfied. Dissatisfaction in life is near the 
root of all kinds of sin. Why do people cheat on their spouse, 
abuse drugs and alcohol, mindlessly binge-watch ridiculous 
amounts of television, scroll endlessly on Facebook and Twitter, 
steal, or commit suicide? 



All of these things and more happen because people haven’t 
found happiness. At the root of our dissatisfaction is a never-
ending thirst that nothing in this world can satisfy. We’ve been 
duped into thinking that a better job, more money, cooler 
friends, another spouse, or a new life is really what we need. 
And if we can’t obtain any of these things, or when they leave 
us dissatisfied, we resort to drug abuse, sexual immorality, or 
senseless entertainment.


