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God’s justi ce against sinful people • Judges 6:1–10DAY 1

READ    
Judges 6:1–10

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Judges 6:1–10
Have you ever been punished for doing something 
wrong, but then just a short ti me later you do the 
same thing again? Even though Israel had disobeyed 
and been punished multi ple ti mes (Judg 3:7, 12; 4:1), 
they didn’t learn their lesson. Instead, they did evil 
again (6:1). So like a pati ent father, God disciplined 
them again and again. Israel reaped what they 
sowed, because God is just (Gal 6:7). He gives to each 
person what they deserve (Rom 2:6). Israel cried out 
for help (Judg 6:7), but they did not repent. So God 
fi rst sent a prophet to remind them why they were 
suff ering. Normally, when a prophet rebuked Israel 
for disobedience, he would then prophecy coming 
destructi on (Jer 11:9–11; 25:1–11). But that doesn’t 
happen here. Instead, God Himself comes to call 
a judge to deliver Israel (Judg 6:11–24). He is so 
compassionate (2:18; Exod 33:19; 34:6)! So when you 
do wrong and get what you deserve, learn from the 
mistake. Instead of disobeying again and again, go back 
to your merciful God and obey Him.
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ASK   
1.  Why did God discipline Israel? 

Because Israel disobeyed again.
2.  Who did God use to discipline 

Israel? 
The Midianites.

3.  What does it mean that God is just? 
That God gives to each person what 
they deserve. God is fair.

4.  How did God show compassion to 
Israel? 
God Himself came to call a judge to 
deliver Israel, even though they didn’t 
repent.

DISCUSS   
1.  What do you deserve (Rom 2:5–6)?
2.  God oft en delays punishment for sin 

(Rom 2:4). How should you respond 
to God’s pati ence?

God uses Gideon to deliver Israel 
Judges 6:1–8:34WEEK 11

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



God’s patience with a fearful leader • Judges 6:11–40DAY 2

READ    
Judges 6:11–40

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Judges 6:11–40
Have your parents ever asked you to do something that you 
were afraid to do? When God called Gideon to fight the huge 
Midianite army, Gideon was fearfully hiding his grain from the 
Midianites. Even though God called Gideon a mighty warrior 
(Judg 6:12), Gideon didn’t feel like it (6:13). So God was 
patient. God promised to be with him, and that is the best 
promise ever. Like Moses (Exod 3:12), Joshua (Josh 1:5), and 
the disciples (Matt 28:20), whoever has God’s presence has 
everything he needs. But Gideon still wasn’t sure, so he asked 
for a sign. God patiently gave him one (Judg 6:17–21), and 
Gideon believed (6:24). Still, Gideon’s faith was small, so God 
patiently strengthened Gideon’s faith by giving him success 
in a smaller test first (6:25–32). When Gideon still had doubts 
(even after 32,000 soldiers arrived!), God was still patient and 
gave the signs Gideon asked for (6:33–40). So when you are 
afraid, or when you struggle to believe God’s word, don’t be 
afraid to go to God. He knows our weakness (Ps 103:14), and 
He is patient with us too (86:15). 

God’s power through human weakness • Judges 7:1–23DAY 3
READ    
Judges 7:1–23

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Judges 7:1–23
Normally, having more soldiers in your army or better 
players on your team is the way to win. But God 
wants us to see that the only thing that matters is 
being on God’s team. To show us that, He does great 
things through weak people, so that His power will be 
obvious (2 Cor 4:7; 12:9). So God reduced the size of 
Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 (Judg 7:2–8)! There 

were 450 Midianite soldiers against every 1 soldier in 
Gideon’s small band! If the Israelites won, it would be 
obvious that God did it. When Gideon was again afraid, 
God again patiently encouraged Gideon’s faith again 
(7:13–14) and showed him that God’s power did not 
depend on the number of men in his army (7:15; Ps 
20:7; Zech 4:6). The battle proved this: God caused the 
Midianites to kill 120,000 of their own 135,000 soldiers 
(Judg 8:10). The army that had kept Israel in terror 
and poverty for seven years was destroyed in just one 
night! God is omnipotent, powerful over everything (Exod 
15:2–3), even when the people He uses are weak.

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What was Gideon doing when God appeared 

to him? 
Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress!

2.  What promise did God make to Gideon? 
God promised to be with Gideon, just like He had 
promised to be with Moses and Joshua.

3.  How did God strengthen Gideon’s faith? 
God patiently gave the signs that Gideon asked 
for. 

4.  Did Gideon have faith in God? 
Yes. Despite his confusion, hesitancy, and fear, 
Gideon believed God.

DISCUSS   
1.  What are some difficult things God’s word tells 

you to do? Do you do what He says and trust 
Him to provide?

2.  Why does God delight to use weak people like 
Gideon and like us (2 Cor 4:7)?  
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God’s mercy toward unworthy people • Judges 7:24–8:34DAY 4
READ    
Judges 7:24–8:34

EXPLAIN     
Judges 7:24–8:34
You would think that a victory like the one Gideon 
won would turn every Israelite back to God. But 
humans are stubborn and wicked. It was only by God’s 
mercy, his compassion and pity, that Israel had rest 
from their enemies. Gideon did not turn completely 
away from God, but he acted foolishly. He reminded 
Israel that God was their king, but he acted like a 
wicked king: he gathered gold (8:24), had many wives 
(8:30; Deut 17:14–20), married a Canaanite (Judg 
8:31; Josh 23:12), and even named his son Abimelech, 
which means “my father is king” (Judg 8:31). He also 
foolishly made an ephod. The ephod was part of the 
high priest’s clothing, and it was used in discerning 
God’s will (Exod 28:4–30). The result was horrible: the 
people used the ephod as an idol (Judg 8:27). It was 
worse after Gideon died: Israel forgot him, forgot God, 
and went straight back to Baal (8:33). Considering 
Gideon’s mediocre leadership and Israel’s unrepentant 
hearts, it is amazing that God delivered Israel at all, 
and even more amazing that He gave them 40 years of 
rest (8:28). 
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ASK   
1.  Did Israel return to God after He delivered them 

through Gideon? 
No.

2.  How did Gideon act foolishly? 
His actions resembled those of a wicked king, and he 
made an ephod that Israel used as an idol. 

3.  How did Israel behave after Gideon died? 
Horribly. They forgot Gideon, forgot God, and went 
straight back to worshiping idols. 

4.  How did God show mercy to Israel? 
God still delivered Israel and gave them 40 years of 
rest from their enemies. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Do you deserve God’s mercy (Rom 3:23)? Is your 

heart like the hearts of the Israelites (Jer 17:9)? 
What does it take to change (Ezek 36:26)?

2.  How has God displayed His mercy towards you 
(Eph 2:1–10)? 

ASK   
1.  How many soldiers did Gideon have? How 

many did the Midianites have? 
Gideon had 300 soldiers. The Midianites had 
135,000.

2.  Why did God drastically reduce the size of 
Gideon’s army (2 Cor 4:7; 12:9)? 
God did this because God’s power is most obvious 
when His people are weak.

3.  How did God again encourage Gideon when he 
was afraid? 
Through the dream of a Midianite soldier.

4.  Who won the battle? 
Israel won without even fighting. God caused the 
Midianites to kill each other.

DISCUSS   
1.  Why did Paul boast in his weakness (2 Cor 12:9)? 
2.  Ask you parents to tell you of a time in their lives 

when God used their weakness for His glory.



By faith Gideon conquered kingdoms • Hebrews 11:32DAY 5
READ    
Hebrews 11:32–40

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Hebrews 11:32
Do you think Gideon was a hero? From a human 
perspective, Gideon was dangerously foolish. What 
general would reduce his army from 32,000 to 300, 
using how his soldiers drank water to help decide 
who to send home? What general would lead soldiers 
carrying only trumpets, pitchers, and torches against 
an army as numerous as the sand on the seashore 
(Judg 7:12)? But in this Gideon was no fool. He 
knew that God’s presence was more valuable than 
thousands of soldiers or fancy weapons. Still, even 
from a biblical perspective, was Gideon a hero of 
faith? Wasn’t he doubtful, weak, and even foolish 
during his leadership of Israel? Yes, he was. But 
despite all that, he trusted God in a situation that 
many Christians would run away from. Be thankful 
that God’s judgment is not based on your perfection. 
From stars like Moses to disasters like Samson, God’s 
final verdict depends on a person’s faith. Think about 
your own weakness, doubts, and failures, and you will 
agree: it is good that we are counted righteous only 
on the basis of faith, and even when that faith is small 
(Rom 4:16).

ASK   
1.  Why were Gideon’s actions foolish from a human 

perspective?
He drastically reduced the size of his army and went 
into battle with trumpets, pitchers, and torches 
instead of weapons.

2.  Why were Gideon’s actions not foolish from the 
perspective of faith?
Because he had the promise of God’s presence and 
power.

3.  Was Gideon always strong, courageous, and wise?
No. He was far from perfect.

4.  So what made Gideon a hero? How did Gideon 
“conquer kingdoms”?
By faith. He really did trust God, despite his doubts 
and fears.

DISCUSS   
1.  How does Gideon’s faith, even when it was weak, 

encourage you to keep trusting in God? 
2.  Ask your parents to tell you about a time 

when their actions were foolish from a human 
perspective, but wise from the perspective of faith.

God uses Samson to 
deliver Israel 
Judges 13:1–16:31

NEXT WEEK


